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XXXVI. AbJiraBof a Regijier of the Barometer y'tbermo- 
meter, and Rainy at Lyndon, in Rutland, 1779. ^ 
Thomas Barker, Efquire. Communicated by Th.onxz% 
White, Efquire, F. Ji. S. 
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Mr. barker's Regi/ier of tbi Weather, 8cc. 475 

The end of winter and beginning of fpring was 
warmer in 1779 than in 1778; the end of fpring and 
beginning of fummer 1778 was hotter than 1779; the 
end of fummer and autumn 1779 hotter than in 1 77 8 ; 
but the winter 1779 was much colder than that after 
1778. 

After the great ftorm of January 1 . came all the froft 
there was this winter, which was not much; fome 
bi'oken frofts in the firft nineteen days of January, after 
which there was fcarce any at all. The weather was un- 
commonly mild, and more like fpring than winter, and 
fo dry that there was not much more than half an inch 
of rain in the firft three months, and but an inch and a 
half in four months from Dec. la. to Apr. 12. it was 
like that of the fine winters after 174a, 49, and 60, or 
that more remarkably dry, mild, and fine one after 1733, 
of which fome account is given in the Ladies Diary for 
1 735? hut many faid they never remembered fo mild a 
winter: and what was remarkable, this winter, which 
feems to have been a mild one in all the North of Eu- 
rope, was reckoned a fevere one in the South of it. 

February was fo mild and fine that the wall- 
fruit flowered, and had better weather, and fet much 
fuller, than the apples, which were two months later; 
the grafs grew alfo very confiderably. llie fpring 
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47 6 Mr. Sarkek's Regijler of the 

feed-time was very fine, and every thing very forward, 
the vines put bnt in March, and the weather was in ge- 
neral fine, mild, and dry, though not without fome cold 
N.E. winds, as is ufual in fpring. The middle of AprU 
was cpite hot, but the end of that month and beginning 
of May were cold, very fliowery, and blafted the apples, 
which were fcarce this year; but that rain was very ufe- 
ftil, for the grafs wanted it, and there was alfo a fcarcity 
of water in many places ; the reft of May was hot and 
dry^or fometimes hot fun and cold winds. 

It was a hot fummer, and in general dry, yet with 
fuch fits of rain as kept it from burning too much ; but 
grafs was upon the whole rather fcarce, and there was a 
great want of water in many places. The year was an un- 
common one for fine weather, chiefly hot, and the fruits 
forwarder than ufual. Hay was nbt plentiful,but well got, 
and the bees we;re remarkably rich. A wet fit in wheat 
harveft made fome of it grow both cut and ftanding, but 
in general it was well got, and the reft of the harveft 
ane, and all plentiful except peafe ; and grain cheaper 
than it has been for many years: wheat 26 or 28 fliilr 
lings a quarter, and barley 1 5 or 16. The latter end of 
Auguft was very hot, after which it grew gradually 
more moderate, but was ftill dry and burning. 
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Weather at Lyndon in Rutland. 477 

Some fhowers at the end of September and in Odtober 
made the ground in good order for fowing wheat, which 
came up very well, and was, early. The autumn was 
mild and fine, and fcarce any frofty mornings till near 
the middle of November, after which it was very win- 
terly ; either frolty, as it was the latter half of Novem- 
ber, and from December 22. to February; or wet, as it 
was part of November, and the firft three weeks of De- 
cember. The f rolls this winter were very fevere, but 
never lafted long without fome breaks. 

Though the fummer was very fine, it does not appear 
to have been healthy ; there has been more illnefs than 
ufual ever fince. In Auguft (efpeciatUy in the low coun- 
tries) colds were almofk iiriiverfal, and there were many 
jbre throats and fevers. 




R r r a 



